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Integrating vulnerabilities into the Future Energy Scenarios 

In order to develop a methodology for other communities to follow in establishing their own future 
energy scenarios it’s important that they can tailor their approach to their own specific localised 
vulnerability characteristics. 
 
This paper looks at what the specific vulnerability characteristics or challenges (individual or 
compound) that can be identified in the Wadebridge & Padstow Community Network Area (WPNA) 
and may impact on the outcomes of the future energy scenarios. 
 
Sources of information 
When thinking about vulnerable households the Wadebridge & Padstow Community Network 
Health Profile (Annex A) is useful, but hasn’t been updated since 2017, but gives a good feel for 
some of the issues in the area.  Other sources of information included: 
 

• Let’s Talk Cornwall website https://letstalk.cornwall.gov.uk/  

• Public Health’s Joint Strategic Needs Assessment (JSNA) 
https://www.cornwall.gov.uk/health-and-social-care/public-health/joint-strategic-needs-
assessment/  

• Cornwall Council’s Community Insight mapping tool https://cornwall.communityinsight.org/  
  
Localised situation 
Most of the issues around vulnerability in the WPNA are fairly typical for Cornwall; in fact, there are 
areas elsewhere in the county that are much more concerning. Relative to most of Cornwall the 
network area generally tends to be healthier, with higher educational attainment and is more 
affluent. The 2019 indicies of depravation for the network area show that none of the Lower Layer 
Super Output Areas (LSOAs) of the WPNA in the bottom 3 deciles, with Wadebridge Gonvena and St 
Matthews the least deprived, in the 7th decile.   
 
Ageing population  
Age of the population as a concern; in the context of the transition to low carbon this is going to be a 
major factor. Linked to the ageing population will be an issue about appetite for change, and 
willingness to take risk. Community Energy Plus have experience with people who have refused to 
consider low carbon technologies on the basis that it is unfamiliar and “not what we’re used to”, and 
“we’re stuck in our ways”. Where we have identified the issues of confidence and knowledge about 
newer technologies, it is highly probable that there will be a correlation between age and willingness 
to act, so an ageing population will have to be taken into account. 
 
Housing stock  
The more significant challenge is finding ways to address ‘hard to treat’ properties. There are a lot of 
older, energy inefficient housing and the demands of transitioning to lower carbon energy 
consumption are bringing this into sharp focus. 
 
WPNA does not have any Council registered Park Home sites. However, there are people living in 
single static units in this area, as opposed to sites of multiple units. Across the county there is a rise 
in people living permanently in units that were designed for holiday accommodation. There are a lot 
of these in WPNA, particularly east of Padstow. Unless there is a dramatic change in housing 
provision over the next 30 years, as the housing crisis gets worse, it is likely we will see higher 
numbers of people forced to live in mobile homes.  

https://letstalk.cornwall.gov.uk/
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cornwall.gov.uk%2Fhealth-and-social-care%2Fpublic-health%2Fjoint-strategic-needs-assessment%2F&data=04%7C01%7CChristine.Coonick%40iuk.ukri.org%7C343501c9e6f8410616c408da1283dec3%7C8bb7e08edaa44a8e927efca38db04b7e%7C0%7C0%7C637842655327764637%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=2wHodOCLB7LWBkb8G1w6YRl4MqjgZWZA6VVC02pD0kE%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cornwall.gov.uk%2Fhealth-and-social-care%2Fpublic-health%2Fjoint-strategic-needs-assessment%2F&data=04%7C01%7CChristine.Coonick%40iuk.ukri.org%7C343501c9e6f8410616c408da1283dec3%7C8bb7e08edaa44a8e927efca38db04b7e%7C0%7C0%7C637842655327764637%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=2wHodOCLB7LWBkb8G1w6YRl4MqjgZWZA6VVC02pD0kE%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcornwall.communityinsight.org%2F&data=04%7C01%7CChristine.Coonick%40iuk.ukri.org%7C343501c9e6f8410616c408da1283dec3%7C8bb7e08edaa44a8e927efca38db04b7e%7C0%7C0%7C637842655327764637%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=lPGURbzg9DHKa24EaNljBMnqOGDbTaBrjjWeSzA%2BREg%3D&reserved=0
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/english-indices-of-deprivation
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Internet connectivity  
It has been hard to assess connectivity and 3G/4G coverage for the area. Community Energy Plus 
routinely meet people who have problems with their smart meters not being able to connect to the 
network, although this tends to be more of an issue further west of the WPNA. Superfast Broadband 
has been rolled out to the more populated areas, but basic mobile connectivity continues to be 
patchy in more rural settings and for Cornish coastal communities. 
  
Engagement and vulnerability  
It’s important to understand the potential role of key actors (care workers etc) in identifying 
vulnerable households, the need for Future Energy Scenarios to reflect the changing nature of 
vulnerability – ageing population, etc, and the interaction between vulnerabilities and ‘hard to 
reach’ parts of the community.  Connecting with ‘harder to reach’ groups is something that works 
well in Cornwall across the various partnerships that work across the public sector and charity and 
community sector.  
  
 
  



 

 
Annex A - Wadebridge & Padstow Community Network Health profile 
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